INFORMATION FOR

FALCONERS

Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus 2 (RHDV2)
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RHDV2 can spread through wildlife populations.
However, the greatest risk of RHDV2 spreading to new areas is from
people moving infected rabbits and contaminated materials.

What |S RHDVZ? Contact with

infected rabbit
» RHDV2 is a highly contagious meat, fur, blood,

virus that infects wild and
domestic rabbits and hares.

Hunting
equipment and

! activities
or urine

» RHDV2 kills up to 80% of < B ™S
infected rabbits. , \ RHDV2 can

» Visible signs of RHDV2 are > be spread by

rare, but infected animals may
have a blood-stained nose
th. .

or mod Contact Contaminated
» The virus can survive extreme « between materials, such

conditions, such as freezing \\ rabbits as plants or

temperatures or hot, dry

environments.

» The virus can survive outside
of a rabbit on contaminated
materials.

» RHDV2 will not impact human
or raptor health. For full details and expert advice on mitigating RHDV2, visit rhdv2.org
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HANDLING

HOW FALCONERS

that can be sterilized.

CAN HELP STOP THE ez

a solution of
10% bleach

SPREAD OF RHDV2 [

mixed with
water.

» Cook rabbit

GENERAL GUIDELINES [

. : , b If field dressing
Immediately report sick or dead rabbits to your state rabbits, store inedible

wildlife agency; do not handle the animal unless parts in a non-porous
directed otherwise. If possible, mark the location plastic bag.
with flagging or another object, or record the GPS

X » Dispose of inedible
coordinates.

rabbit parts in trash
that’s taken to a
Notify your state wildlife agency if you notice a landfill, by burying

decline in wild rabbit and hare populations. 4 deep enough to
; prevent scavenging,

Wear disposable gloves when handling rabbit 60 237 [0

and hare carcasses.

Always clean and sanitize hunting
clothes, equipment (e.g., cadges,
giant hoods), and surfaces after
hunting rabbits and hares. ‘«r

Clean/sanitize raptor’s talons \\ "
that may have been in contact \ V |
with rabbits or contaminated

materials. *\W‘\\‘\\l\/w MN Mw

Avoid transporting rabbits to

train falconry birds or introducing

domestic rabbits to natural

environments. RH D

AWARENESS TEAM

For full details and
expert advice on
mitigating RHDV?2, visit
rhdv2.org




